Medieval Tabaristan
The Site of Kalar
Although a good many references can be gleaned here and
there in history about Tabaristan, the mountain country of
Mazanderan, they are mostly so meagre and disconnected that
it is difficult to weave them into anything like a picture of what
the life of these highlands must have been before the armies of
Timur Leng sacked them in the fourteenth century.
The earliest Persian legends have their home here, and
probably represent a blurred outline of events long handed
down by word of mouth alone. The battle between Sohrab
and Rustum was said to have been fought, in spite of Matthew
Arnold, at a place called Likash in the country of Ruyan. The
land was full of magic and portents, a sort of Broceliande where
the figures of heroes move, seeking adventure: on the coast,
the White Jinn, the Div-i-Safid, was supposed to have built the
castle of Ispi Rud: Minuchihr, the king, took refuge at Chalan-
dar. He found a marshy plain, drained it by removing some
boulders which are still pointed to at the mouth of the Chalus
River, and built, they say, the town of Ruyan which later
became the capital of the mountain district. This town is
placed by Mr. Rabino, in his book on Mazanderan, in the
region of Kujur, which adjoins Kalar Dasht on the east.
The medieval geographers mention Ruyan as a flourishing
city with fine buildings and gardens. Close to it were the
region and city called Kalar. In Kalar Dasht I was told that a
mound, still known by the name of Kalar, existed, and I
hoped not only to identify it as the old city, but to con-
firm by the help of its location a point in the medieval
history of this region—namely the eastern boundary of the
Daylamites, a robber people of the hills who inspired constant
terror and lived in more or less perpetual warfare with their
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